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O you believe in ghosts?
If you answer “Yes”
you will be in good
company—that of

many men who have distinguished

iemselves in science—for no long-
er is this belief regarded as a sign of
ignorance and gross superstition.

Even if you deny that there are

ghosts, the probabilities are that

deep down in your heart, you have

a wholesome suspicion that you are

not so very sure about it.

This coterie of
scientific men, which includes the
great French savant, Camille Flam-
marion, and many others equally
prominent, is now graced by the ad-
dition of Dr. George M. Searle, C.
S. P., of Washington, who in addi-
tion to being one of the country’s
greatest astronomers, is also of a
commanding position in the re-
ligious world, being the superior
genergl of the Catholic missionary
order popularly called the Paulist
Fathers. This interview with him
on the subject of ghosts and the
possibilities of photographing them,
is of much value, as it comes from
an authority in a two-fold guise,
that of a strictly scientific man and
that of a great religious leader.

fast-growing

The Undiscovered Land.
Practically every ancient and

medieval belief has been explained
away by the revelations of science,
but the mystery of the spirit world
bhac  completely bhafiled both its
fiiends and its foes, It has never
been solved, though many societies,
made up of impartial conservative
investigators, are investigating and
authenticating every gh stly  visi-
tation reported to them. Many
cases cannot be explained away.

On the homely axiom, that
“Where there is much smoke there
must be some fire,” it would seem
that the testimony of the thousands
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of persons who, within the decade,
claimed that they sighted
spirits, cannot be dismissed as mere
hallucipations. It is hard to believe
that every one of these persons has
had delirium tremens, hallucina-
tions, insanity, and the like, or was
an cut-and-out liar, though perhaps
the greater proportion of them fall
into one of these categories.

have

R SEARLE is too great a stu-
dent of human nature to de
pend for proof on the one
pair of eyes alone. and the

ave ghost usually works on the
theor “two is company, three is a
crowd.” As the inventor of many

photographic appliances, he pins his
faith to the sensitized plate, and be-
lleves that the study of ghosts will
progress only by obtaining snapshots
of them
" "
Catches Ghosts With the Camera.
“1 am looking for the
prove the
said Dr
his other

camerg to
acina) existence of ghosts,”
Searle, who, in addition to
honors, Is the head of the
astronomical department of the Cath-
olie University of Ameriea. *If phan-
tasms have an objective reality, the
camera should afford the surest proof
of this Shculd a satisfactory result
be obtained from a ghostly sitter, the
theory that accounts for phantasms
on the basis of telepathy would be
negatived,

“It I8 impossible to conceive ‘.h‘;\?
telepathy could affect a gelatine or col-
lodion plate. If a phantasm should be
photographed, the ‘conclusion is In-
ible that there must be something
there to photograph.”

The Rev. Dr. Searle’'s opinion, while
purely personal, gains much prestige
by reason of his commanding posi-
tion —fthe superior general of the Paul-
ist Fathers. He has had a remarkable
religious career, having ieen suce
sively a member of the Church of Eng
nd, the Unitarian Church, the Amer-
ican Church, and the Roman Catholic
Church. Many of these ehanges were,
beyond his control.
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Dr. Nearles’ Career.

Though of old Mayflower stock, he
was born in England during the tem-
residence of his father there.
At the death™of his parerts he was
brought vp in the Unitarian faith. He
was graduated from Harvard in the
ss of 1857, having as his classmate
former Secretury of the NavVy John D.

12. The next vear he went to Dud-
ley Observatory, and at the age of
nineteen discovered the asteroid, Pan-
dora About that time he returned
to his early faith, the Episcopalian
In 18589 he became cailcuiator in the
United States Coast Survey, and three
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years later took the position of assist-
ant professor of mathemutics in the
Naval Academy, then at Newport

At this time he was received into
the Catholic Church, and after study-

ing theology for nine years, was or- ‘Although the ot jective reality of
daimed a Paulist Father in IN7L He

ghosts mayv be considered as compera-
has invented and patented a naval /“\,P,_\v fmprobable, it is not a theory to
range finder which is in use in th be ridiculed by any means. In the
navy, and various photographic ap- light of credibie evidence we cannot &

will find a.-number of very interesting
cases. One especially strikes me be-
cause the observer who reported it had
the intelligence to endeavor to photo-
graph the apparition, but in this she
was, unfortunately, unsuccessful, The
witness was the daughter of a family
which moved into the haunted house.
“The apparition was described by her
as ‘that of a tall lady, dressed In black
of a soft woolen material, judged from
the slight sound in moving. The face

the same time, and to have
vailable on the occasion.

" "

Characteristic Specters.

DR. GEORGE M. SEARLE,
Noted Washington Scientist, Whe Says
Camera May Prove Ghost Betief

|L.carned Washingfon Student
MdaRing Investigations—-
Says That There Must Be
Fire Where There Is Much
SmoRe.
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Ghost-Hunting Rules. “The matter of ghosts has, through |

¢ the labors of the Society for Psychical {

“The reason I place all my reliance

Research—numbering among its mem- {
upon the camera, continued Dr.

bers some of the most eminent scien-  ofe——

Humor Kills

French Duels |

Searle, “is that 1 know the eye can
decelve and can be deceived. But even
if several persons saw the same phan-
tasm simultaneously, it would be a
very insufficient proof. It would have
to be shown that the ghost had the
same appearance that a ghostly object
or person would present from the sev-
eral points of vision.
For instance, it would be fatal to
* theory of objective reality if two
different points
ghost fhll-face and in
In order to prove the
actual existancee of ghosts, therefore,

yon must

tists—ass »d seri i rtance. : It

: v gt ey T t= said that the practice of duel-

is hard to see how a great deal of the ‘ : decti s France

evidence gathered ¢an be refuted. Of ing is on the decline in 3
the country that has been pe-

course, it is always possible to say h
that the witnesses are either telling culiarly its home. Perhaps the
sense of humor has had more to do

falsehood. or are laboring under men- .

ta] hallucination, but in manv cases, with the decline of dueling in France

such dedunctions are not at all compat- than any diminution of the Gallle
ideas of honor. At any rate, there has

ible with the facts.
“From modern, reliable evidence,
during the past hundred years been a
tendency to poke fun at

then, we are forced to regard the

sheeted specter, with chains and other
uncomfortable attributes, as a chi- system.
mera, a 1 sup- The
ported by observations The

tradition whi is not
gzenuine ghost apears to wear ordinary
clothes and decorous
manner. He is not usually at pains
to proclaim himself a ghost, and he
can ‘look pleasant’ (which characteris-
back or tic should recommend him teo photog-

raphers),
“These conditions are too exceptional, the

and ghosts entirely too vhaccommodat-
ing, to permit them to be easily ful-

i n him, and this re-
filled. The same difficyity does not, to minds me of 3 very marked feature in
my mind, apply to «-bl}u\

jing a photo- all reported magpifestations, namely,
graph, although 1 am nof aware that that the interest of the specter seems
this has ever been done. 1 do not to be more in places than in persons.
credit, as authentic. the reputed ghost The place need not be a house neces-
photographs of the spiritists. The sarily, though 1 believe the tradition
process of ‘faking’ such pictures is too of haunted houses to have a founda-
well known to receive any detailed tion in solid fact. Most ghosts, though
mention What is desired. by scien- not all, are connected with them.

tific observers is to have a spirit so “By looking through the records of
obliging as to manifest itself to severai the Svelety of Psyehical Research

persons standing at

the whole
would see the

the same plane

most  laughable duel ever
“fought™ in France was that which
took piace in November, 1SR, at
between MM.
bettz and de Fourtou.

recent
have three witnesses, and

their statements should tally as to the
ghost's appearance from the different
angles from which they viewed him
In plain

qep

behaves in a .
Plessis-Picquet, Gam-
words,
a\ different

each observer must
view, front,

Some heated words had passed be-
tween the two distinguished gentle-
Moreover, he can appear in men in the ¢chamber of deputies, for
daytime. which, according to their ideas of

“Seldom does the honor, nothing could atone except a
person who sees duel. Thé men met, therefore, on the
field, attended by their seconds and
the surgeons.

A ok over the fleld was enough to
convinee anyone present that there
wouldl be no occasion for the doctirs
services. A thick November fog hung
over the scene—so thick, indeed, that
one could hardly see his hand bufore
his face. The arrangements for the
duel required that it should be fought
yOu at thirty-five paces.
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ghost heed the

1t how have ] offended you?’

have not, sir.,” returned the
‘offendad me versonally. I
alde-de-camp of Marshal

Nor was the fog the only circum-

stance that tended to place the com-
bate nts out of sight of each other. On 1
the way to the field M. de Fourtou is am the
report d to have said: Vaillant.™
“Monsieur Gambetta has but one
eye, and I am short-sighted; =o the a smile.
" be about even.” dignity to fight me. It is beneath
It was of course, rendered still mine to fight you I will send one
more “‘even” by the fog. Neither man f my clerks to oblige you In this
could see the other, and the sole dan- fttie matter.”
ger was to the seconds and the doc- Needless to say, this delegated duel
tors never took place
usly the two bullets Not more than five yesars ago & jour-
»d missed the per- naliet of Parls, whe had by some

‘1 see,” remarked the notary, with
“It is beneath the marshal's

game v

Almost miracul
ex

that we

sons - in atter e Everyvbody's criticism offended a well-known politi-
honor was sa and the whole cian, received from the aggrieved the
party went home. Gambetta said that llowing communication:

the affair was as to being a skir- “Sir: Omne does not send a challenge

mish in the dark as anything he ever to a bandit of your specles; one sim-

saw ply administers a cuff on the ears
A certain notary, ‘highly gsteemed, Therefore, 1 hereby cuff your ears. Be
helped, durinz the reign of "Napoleon grateful that I have not had recourse

111, to throw some ridicule on “‘the weapons.”
code.”” Meeting Marshal! Vaillant, = To which remarkable note ths jour-
spmewhat inflated soldfer and fune- T st sent this reply:

tlonary, in a public place, he achieved
the distinction of offending that im-
nortant personage in some way. On
day he was cailed unon by

Dear Sir and Adversary: 1|
thank you, according to wyour wish,
for having seat me cuffs dy mail, -
stead of slaughtering me with weap-
om he did not know, ons. Cuffed by malil, I respond hy dis-

itehing you by mall—six bullets in

young man
who chal

‘I do not the head. You are, therefore., killed
notary Are you letter. Kindly conside yourseif
this affair? dead. With respectful sa tions 10

“l1 am,” replied the young man. your corps® I am, ete
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